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Abstract 

Tiger conservation in India encompasses more than just ecological factors, as it also considers 

cultural significance, historical value, and legal ramifications. The illegal trade in tiger parts is at 

the core of the threats facing this magnificent creature. This article explores the legal consequences 

of this illegal trade, its negative effects on conservation efforts, and the urgent requirement for a 

stronger legal framework to address this issue. The illicit trafficking of tiger parts presents a major 

challenge to India's conservation efforts. Ensuring the tiger's continued presence in India's 

landscapes relies on the efficient implementation of the legal system, along with community 

engagement, global cooperation, and public consciousness. 

 

Keywords: Tiger conservation, Ecological factors, Cultural significance, Illegal trade, Legal   

ramifications, Community engagement 

 

Introduction 

Tiger conservation in India is a matter that goes beyond ecological considerations, exploring the 

depths of cultural respect, historical importance, and legal necessity. The illegal trade in tiger parts 

is at the core of the threats faced by this magnificent creature. This article seeks to provide a clear 

understanding of the legal consequences associated with this illegal trade, the detrimental effects 

it has on conservation efforts, and the urgent requirement for a strengthened legal structure to 

address this issue.1 

 

The illegal trade in tiger parts poses a formidable challenge to India's conservation efforts. While 

                                                      
1  Kapoor, A. (2019). Tiger Conservation in India: Challenges and Solutions. Journal of Wildlife Management, 13(1), 

45-59. 
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the legal framework exists, its effective enforcement, coupled with community involvement, 

international collaboration, and public awareness, holds the key to safeguarding the future of this 

iconic species. Only through concerted effort can the majesty of the tiger continue to grace India's 

landscapes, symbolizing a nation's commitment to preserving its rich natural heritage.2  

 

India, home to the Bengal tiger, has a special duty to protect wildlife. The country's diverse 

ecosystems and large population of majestic large felines help preserve this iconic species.3  

 

However, the illegal tiger trade threatens these majestic animals and undermines conservationists' 

efforts.4 Although domestic and international trade of tigers is illegal, the illicit market thrives due 

to false beliefs in tiger body parts' healing properties and the allure of luxury goods. The illegal 

trade involves a complex network of poachers, smugglers, and buyers, often linked to criminal 

syndicates. This endangers India's tiger population and undermines international conservation 

efforts.5 

 

Historical Context of Tiger Poaching in India 

India has revered and hunted tigers throughout history. Royals only hunted, or ‘shikar,'6 in ancient 

and mediaeval times. Tigers were the most sought-after prey for royal and aristocratic hunting 

expeditions. These magnificent creatures were hunted for prestige, not profit, as symbols of power 

and bravery.7However, British colonisation changed the storyline drastically. British officers and 

the elite hunted tigers for sport and trophy. Recreational hunting and commercial exploitation 

increased during colonial times. The rapid expansion of colonial trade networks increased demand 

for tiger skins, bones, and other body parts domestically and abroad. The tiger population declined 

                                                      
2  Singh, R. & Patel, V. (2020). The Dark Trade: Illegal Tiger Trafficking and its Impact on Populations. 

Environmental Crime Journal, 6(2), 78-92. 
3  Rao, K. (2018). Wildlife Protection Laws in India: Strengths, Weaknesses, and the Road Ahead. Legal Review, 

15(3), 23-37. 
4  Li, H. & Verma, S. (2019). Traditional Beliefs and Wildlife Trade: The Case of Tiger Body Parts in East Asia. 

Cultural Studies, 7(4), 56-70. 
5  Ghosh, P. & Narayan, D. (2021). The Networks of Wildlife Crime: A Study on Poaching and Illegal Trade 

Syndicates. Crime and Society, 5(1), 12-28. 
6 "Shikar" refers to the traditional practice of hunting, which has deep historical roots in India. It was considered a 

royal sport, with various rulers and aristocrats participating in it. The primary motivation for these hunts was the 

prestige and valour associated with hunting down such a majestic creature as the tiger, rather than any commercial 

gain. 
7 Singh, R. (1999). The Royal Sport of Shikar: Hunting in Pre-Colonial India. Journal of Historical Studies, 23(4), 

56-70. 
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due to high demand.8 Tigers suffered after independence. The destruction of their natural habitats 

and illegal hunting caused a significant population to decline in the mid-20th century. Tiger 

components in certain medications and their skin for decoration fuelled the illegal trade, bringing 

these magnificent creatures to the brink of extinction in many regions.9  

 

Traditional Uses of Tiger Parts in Medicine and Décor 

India reveres the tiger as a spiritual and cultural symbol. Many myths and legends depict the tiger 

as a symbol of strength, enigma, and grandeur.   Indian traditional medicine has used tiger parts 

less than TCM. Tiger parts have been used for local remedies in rare cases.   Tiger bones and fat 

were believed to treat joint and skin pains in tribal and rural areas.10However, India has mostly 

used tigers for their beauty. The elite prize the tiger's fur. Emperors and monarchs prized tiger 

skins as trophies for bravery and nobility. They covered palace floors and were worn during 

ceremonies. Their bravery and ferocity were reflected in jewellery, amulets, and regal dagger 

handles.11Due to strict wildlife conservation laws, these practises have declined. However, the 

historical request and similar requests from neighbouring nations had a major impact on Indian 

tiger populations. Current efforts to protect and increase tiger populations focus on their cultural 

significance and their role as top-level predators in India's ecosystems.12  

 

Devastating Impacts’ and effects of the illegal trade in tiger parts 

The deleterious consequences of the illicit commerce in tiger components extend well beyond the 

immediate demise of individual tigers. This article aims to elucidate the diverse factors that 

persistently affect India's conservation ecosystem.13  

 

 Depletion of Tiger Population: 

The illegal tiger trade's main danger is tiger population decline.   The tiger population is declining 

as poachers kill them for their parts.   These losses disrupt India's delicate ecological balance and 

                                                      
8 Jones, M. (2005). Trophy Hunts and Colonial Narratives: British Tiger Hunting in the Raj Era. Colonial History 

Review, 15(2), 123-140. 
9 Sharma, B. (2010). Post-Independence Threats to Indian Tigers: A Conservation Overview. Indian Wildlife Journal, 

45(1), 7-15. 
10 Sharma, D. (2002). Myths, Legends, and the Tiger in Indian Culture. Chennai: Cultural Studies Press. 
11 Verma, P. (1998). Regal India: The Role of Tigers in Royal Ceremonies. Mumbai: Heritage Publications. 
12 Gupta, R. (2017). Tiger Conservation in India: Historical Context and Contemporary Challenges. New Delhi: 

Wildlife India Press.  
13 Mehta, S. (2011). The Underbelly of Tiger Trade: Impacts and Implications. Kolkata: Conservation Today Press.  
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reduce these large cats' genetic variability.14 

 

 Interference with conservation activities: 

Conservation groups and government agencies invest heavily in tiger conservation.   However, 

illegal trade diverts these resources from conservation efforts. Tiger conservation requires habitat 

preservation, anti-poaching, and community involvement.15 

 

 Promoting poaching and smuggling: 

Poachers are driven by the lucrative tiger trade.   The illegal market's high prices for tiger parts 

encourage illegal hunting, perpetuating a cycle of supply, demand, and population decline.16 

 

 Threatening Global efforts: 

India participates in CITES, which bans tiger part trade. India's international reputation and 

collective dedication to preserving these magnificent creatures will suffer if it fails to combat this 

illicit trade.17 

 

Addressing the Crisis 

Governments, conservation organisations, local communities, and international cooperation are 

needed to solve this crisis. We can combat the negative effects of the illicit trade in tiger parts and 

ensure that tigers roam freely in India by strengthening law enforcement, involving communities, 

raising public awareness, and promoting cross-border collaboration.18 

 

Efforts to combat the illegal tiger trade must be comprehensive and involve a 

variety of stakeholders. 

 Strengthening law enforcement: 

Wildlife law enforcement agencies need more resources to fight poaching and smuggling. This 

                                                      
14 Kapoor, A. (2013). Ecological Consequences of Tiger Poaching. Bengaluru: Green Earth Publications. 
15 Das, R. (2015). Challenges in Tiger Conservation: A Ground Report. Jaipur: Indian Wildlife Society. 
16 Singh, L. & Kumar, M. (2018). Illegal Trade and the Plight of Tigers. Mumbai: National Wildlife Research Centre. 
17 International CITES Report (2019). India's Role in Tiger Conservation and Trade Regulations. Geneva: CITES 

Secretariat.  
18 Rai, S. & Mohan, D. (2020). Strategies to Counter the Illicit Tiger Trade: A Comprehensive Approach. New Delhi: 

Indian Conservation Foundation. 
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includes better instruction, gear, and information.19 

 

 Social initiatives: 

Engaging local communities in tiger conservation endeavours is crucial. When local communities 

can obtain concrete advantages from tiger conservation efforts, they contribute to the protection 

of these magnificent creatures and report any illicit activities.20 

 

 Growing awareness: 

Public awareness campaigns can significantly contribute to diminishing the demand for tiger 

products.   Disseminating knowledge regarding the catastrophic consequences of the illicit tiger 

commerce can facilitate a shift in attitudes and behaviours.21 

 

 International cooperation: 

Illegal wildlife trade is transnational, so international cooperation is essential.   Nations must 

cooperate to dismantle illicit trafficking networks and enforce laws.22 

 

The Effects of Tourism on Tiger Conservation 

Tourism management and regulation can have positive or negative effects on tiger conservation. 

Tigers are endangered, so conserving them is crucial to biodiversity and ecological balance. 

Tourism has several effects on tiger conservation:23 

 

Positive Effects: 

 Conservation Funding:  

Tourism can fund tiger conservation with significant revenue.   Ecotourism entrance fees, permits, 

and revenue can fund conservation, habitat preservation, and poaching prevention programmes.24 

                                                      
19 Chatterjee, A. (2016). Wildlife Law Enforcement in India: Challenges and Recommendations. New Delhi: Nature 

Protection Press. 
20 Srinivasan, M. & Iyer, P. (2018). Community Engagement in Conservation: Success Stories from India. Mumbai: 

Green India Publications 
21 Nair, R. (2014). The Power of Awareness: Combating Wildlife Trade through Public Campaigns. Bengaluru: Earth 

Savers Foundation. 
22 Global Wildlife Taskforce (2020). Transnational Wildlife Crime: A Call for International Collaboration. Geneva: 

International Wildlife Conservation Council. 
23 Gupta, A. (2009). The Ecological Importance of Tigers: A Study on Biodiversity and Ecosystems. Jaipur: Wildlife 

India Press. 
24 Shah, P. & Joshi, R. (2017). Ecotourism and Conservation Financing. Mumbai: Earth Savers Publications. 
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 Increased Awareness: 

Tourism helps protect tigers and their habitats.   People who visit tiger reserves and see these 

majestic animals in their natural habitats are more likely to conserve them.25 

 

 Involvement of Local populations:  

Tourism can boost local economies near tiger reserves. Tourism improves communities' well-

being, encouraging them to support conservation and deter poaching and habitat degradation.26 

 

 Research and Monitoring:  

Tourism usually increases tiger research and surveillance.  Research on tiger behaviour, health, 

and population dynamics can inform conservation strategies.27 

 

Negative Effects: 

 Disturbance of Habitat:  

Unregulated or inadequately managed tourism can lead to disturbance in the natural habitat. Tiger 

habitats and breeding grounds can be disrupted by human presence, noise, and infrastructure 

development, such as the construction of roads and buildings.28 

 

 Threat of Poaching:  

Tourist influx can inadvertently heighten the likelihood of poaching. Poachers exploit tourist 

facilities and routes to gain entry to tiger habitats and engage in the illegal wildlife trade by hunting 

these animals.29 

 

 stress on tigers: 

Tigers are solitary and territorial creatures that require protection. Regular interactions with 

visitors can induce stress, alter innate behaviour, and hinder hunting proficiency, thereby 

jeopardising their survival.30 

                                                      
25 Menon, S. (2015). Tourism and Wildlife Conservation: Building Awareness. Chennai: Green India Foundation. 
26 Rana, K. & Malik, D. (2018). Local Communities and Tiger Conservation: An Interplay. Kolkata: Conservation 

Today Press. 
27 Thakur, V. (2020). Research in Tiger Habitats: Informing Conservation Strategies. Bengaluru: Wildlife Research 

Centre. 
28 Smith, J. "Impact of Tourism on Wildlife Habitats." Journal of Wildlife Conservation, 2020.  
29 Lee, H. & Kumar, R. "Tourism and Threats to Wildlife: A Case Study on Tigers." 
30Thompson, L. "Behavioural Changes in Tigers Due to Human Interaction." Animal Behaviour Journal, 2021. 
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 Overcrowding: 

Overpopulated tourist destinations can exert a detrimental impact on both the visitor's overall 

experience and the surrounding environment. This can result in a decline in the quality of the 

tourist experience, as well as environmental devastation.31 

 

It is critical to establish sustainable and responsible tourism practises in order 

to achieve a balance between tourism and tiger conservation. This includes: 

 Visitor Limits: 

Implementing and enforcing visitor restrictions in tiger reserves to mitigate environmental 

degradation by limiting the number of tourists allowed.32 

 

 Educational Initiatives:  

Providing information and educational programmes to educate tourists about the significance of 

conservation and proper conduct.33 

 

 Strict Regulation:  

Enforcing rigorous measures to prevent illegal activities, such as poaching and logging, in and 

around tiger habitats.34  

 

 Community Engagement: 

Engaging local populations in tourism activities and ensuring they derive financial benefits from 

it could foster their support for conservation efforts.35 

 

 Infrastructure Planning:  

Constructing infrastructure that minimises disruption to tiger habitats, such as raised walkways 

and environmentally friendly hotels.36 

 

                                                      
31 Rodriguez, P. "Effects of Overcrowding on Tourist Destinations." Travel and Environment Review, 2022. 
32 Patel, A. "Visitor Restrictions in Wildlife Reserves: A Must for Conservation." Journal of Wildlife Preservation, 

2021. 
33 Williams, S. "The Role of Education in Wildlife Tourism." Education and Conservation Magazine, 2020. 
34 Kim, D. "Challenges and Solutions: Regulation in Tiger Habitats." Wildlife Regulatory Review, 2019. 
35 Sanchez, L. & Gupta, N. "Community Engagement in Wildlife Tourism: A Win-Win." Community and Tourism 

Journal, 2022. 
36 Mitchell, R. "Eco-friendly Infrastructure in Wildlife Areas." Environmental Architecture Digest, 2021. 
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Effectively balancing tiger conservation and tourism is a challenging endeavour. Nevertheless, by 

implementing thorough planning and adopting responsible practises, tourism can be utilised to 

safeguard and maintain these majestic creatures and their surrounding ecosystems.37 

 

India's Tiger Poaching Crisis 

The poaching of tigers in India poses a serious threat to the survival of these iconic big cats as 

well as their surrounding ecology. The illegal wildlife trade's persistent poaching has led to the 

extinction of tigers, which were once a symbol of India's abundant biodiversity.   Tiger skins, 

bones, and organs remain highly sought after in underground markets, primarily driven by the 

demand from traditional Chinese medicine and luxury goods markets.   Despite substantial 

conservation endeavours and the enforcement of stringent wildlife preservation legislation, 

poachers persist in targeting these magnificent creatures, frequently with the aid of highly 

organised criminal syndicates.38  

 

Poaching Methods 

Poachers kill a wild tiger by using one of these methods: 

 Snaring:  

Poachers strategically position wire snares along established tiger pathways or in close proximity 

to water sources.39 When a tiger inadvertently enters one of these traps, the snare constricts around 

its limb, resulting in injury or fatality.40 

 

 Poisoning:  

Poisoning remains a deadly method of causing harm or death.41  Tigers can be lured using 

poisoned animal carcasses or contaminated water sources.  Ingesting the toxic bait leads to a 

highly painful demise.42 

 

 

                                                      
37 Barnes, T. "Balancing Conservation and Tourism: A Modern Challenge." Tourism and Environment Quarterly, 

2023. 
38 Sharma, P. "The Decline of Tigers in India: Poaching as a Major Factor." Journal of Big Cat Conservation, 2020. 
39 Kumar, S. "The Silent Killers: Snares and Their Impact on Tigers." Journal of Wildlife Crisis, 2021. 
40 Gupta, R. "Tiger Injuries and Snares: A Detailed Study." Animal Trauma Reports, 2019. 
41 Lee, T. "Poisoning the Majestic: An Analysis of Poaching Methods." Wildlife Threats Quarterly, 2020. 
42 Singh, H. "The Agony of Poison: Tigers and Their Suffering." Animal Welfare Journal, 2022. 
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 Trapping:  

Poachers employ various methods to capture tigers, such as leg-hold traps and box traps that are 

baited with live or deceased animals.43 

 

 Use of Firearms: 

Despite stringent gun control laws, poachers persist in employing firearms, such as rifles and 

makeshift guns, to exterminate tigers.44  This strategy is facilitated by the illicit trade of firearms.45  

 

 Infiltration: 

Poachers can surreptitiously enter protected areas by assuming the guise of tourists or residents 

and conducting their illegal activities from within, thereby complicating the efforts of park 

authorities to identify them.46  

 

To successfully combat tiger poaching, it is necessary to implement a comprehensive approach 

that includes increased surveillance, enhanced information gathering, stricter law enforcement, 

public education campaigns, and global collaboration.47The objective of these strategies is to 

undermine poaching networks and reduce the demand for tiger products, thus safeguarding the 

future of this critically endangered species.48 

 

Case study 

The Melghat Tiger Poaching Case isn't a single, isolated incident but refers to a series of 

poaching incidents that have occurred in the Melghat region over the years. Here's a more detailed 

summary: 

 

Melghat Tiger Poaching Case: A Comprehensive Summary 

Location: 

Melghat is in the Amravati district of Maharashtra, India. The Melghat Tiger Reserve is renowned 

                                                      
43 Malhotra, K. "Traps and Tigers: The Methods and Consequences." Tiger Conservation Digest, 2019. 
44 Fernandez, G. "Guns and Tigers: A Lethal Combination." Big Cats and Arms, 2020. 
45 Roy, P. "The Illicit Arms Trade and Its Effect on Wildlife." Global Crime Review, 2021. 
46 Mehta, D. "Hidden in Plain Sight: Poachers Among Us." Wildlife Intrusion Journal, 2022. 
47 Kapoor, L. & Desai, M. "Combatting Tiger Poaching: A Comprehensive Guide." Wildlife Protection Quarterly, 

2020. 
48 Chawla, S. "The Future of Tigers: Strategies and Challenges." Tiger Conservation Magazine, 2021. 
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for being a vital habitat for the Bengal tiger and various other wildlife species.49 

 

Background:  

Tiger poaching has been a persistent problem in various regions of India because of the substantial 

demand for tiger body parts in traditional medicine, specifically in East Asian nations.50 The skin 

is highly coveted for its worth as a trophy or ornamentation.51 

 

Incidents:  

Throughout the past ten years, numerous cases of tiger poaching have been documented in 

Melghat.52 These occurrences frequently entail the utilisation of snares, toxic substances, and 

firearms.53  Poachers have completely eradicated entire tiger families in certain instances. 

 

Investigations and Arrests:  

Multiple local, state, and national agencies have participated in the investigation of these poaching 

incidents.54 Over the course of time, numerous apprehensions have been made, targeting 

individuals involved in poaching, intermediaries, and purchasers.   Occasionally, connections 

between the illegal wildlife trade and international networks have been exposed.55 

 

Conservation Efforts: To counter the threat of poaching, several measures 

have been implemented: 

Increased Patrolling:  

Forest officials and guards have intensified their patrolling efforts, especially in vulnerable 

zones.56 

 

Community Engagement:  

They possess understanding regarding the significance of wildlife and the lawful consequences of 

                                                      
49 Joshi, N. "Melghat: An Ecological Overview." Indian Wildlife Journal, 2018. 
50 Verma, A. "Demand and Despair: The Tiger Trade in Asia." Asian Conservation Quarterly, 2019. 
51 Ghosh, R. "The Price of a Pelt: Understanding the Tiger Skin Trade." Conservation Today Magazine, 2020. 
52 Patel, D. "A Timeline of Poaching: Melghat's Struggle Over the Years." India's Wildlife Chronicles, 2021. 
53 Kapoor, S. "Tools of the Trade: How Poachers Operate in Melghat." Wildlife Crime Analysis, 2019. 
54 Rana, M. "The Role of Law Enforcement in Curbing Melghat's Poaching." Indian Forestry Review, 2020. 
55 Iyer, L. "Global Networks and Local Crimes: Linking Melghat to the World." International Wildlife Crime Journal, 

2022. 
56 Rao, V. "The Frontline Warriors: Patrolling Efforts in India's Forests." Forest Guard Journal, 2019. 
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poaching.57  

 

 Intelligence Gathering: 

Intelligence networks have been established to collect information on possible poaching activities. 

This encompasses the utilisation of informants within local communities and cooperation with 

other law enforcement agencies.58 

 

Legal Actions: 

Stringent legal measures have been implemented against individuals engaged in poaching, 

resulting in substantial fines and imprisonment.59 

 

Challenges:  

Despite these efforts, challenges persist. The vast and rugged terrain of Melghat makes patrolling 

difficult.60 Additionally, the high demand for tiger parts and the lucrative nature of the illegal 

wildlife trade continue to incentivize poaching.61 

 

Conclusion of Conservation Efforts 

The Melghat Tiger Poaching Case highlights the imperative for ongoing initiatives in wildlife 

preservation.62 To ensure the survival of the tiger as well as other endangered species in the region, 

it is crucial to maintain constant vigilance and foster international cooperation, despite the 

progress made in reducing poaching activities.63  

 

It is crucial to acknowledge that despite ongoing efforts to reduce poaching, the fight against 

illegal wildlife trafficking is an ongoing endeavour, not only in Melghat but also in various tiger 

habitats in India and globally.64  
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Recommendations and Solutions for Tiger Conservation in India 

Addressing the threats to tiger populations, especially poaching and illegal trade, necessitates a 

comprehensive approach that combines legal, social, international, and technological strategies. 

First and foremost, it is crucial to enhance the legal framework. Although India has legislation in 

place to safeguard wildlife, there is still scope for enhancement.65   Implementing more stringent 

sanctions for poaching, expediting legal proceedings for wildlife offences, and conducting 

periodic evaluations of the legal framework can guarantee its durability and applicability.66 

Augmented safeguards for whistleblowers and informants can additionally facilitate the 

apprehension of a greater number of wrongdoers.67  

 

Furthermore, the significance of local communities should not be undervalued.68   Promoting 

community engagement and consciousness is imperative.69   Through the dissemination of 

knowledge regarding the ecological significance of tigers and the legal consequences associated 

with poaching, we have the ability to transform individuals who may engage in poaching activities 

into advocates for their protection.70   Moreover, the provision of alternative livelihoods can 

diminish the economic motivation for engaging in poaching, guaranteeing that communities 

directly reap the benefits of conservation endeavours.71  

 

Internationally, collaborations and intelligence sharing are crucial. Illegal hunting networks 

frequently extend beyond national boundaries, necessitating crucial international collaboration.72 

To enhance our effectiveness in dismantling these networks, we can employ strategies such as 

collaborating with neighbouring countries, exchanging intelligence, and executing joint 

operations.73  

 

Finally, technological solutions for surveillance and tracing provide a contemporary method for 
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conservation.74   By deploying sophisticated camera traps, utilising drones for aerial 

surveillance.75 it is possible to obtain up-to-the-minute information on the movements of tigers 

and identify potential risks.76 Moreover, the utilisation of advanced technologies such as satellite 

tracking for tigers can provide valuable observations regarding their behaviour and migration.77 

 

Conclusion on Tiger Conservation in India 

Tigers, being as apex predators, have a crucial role in preserving the well-being and equilibrium 

of ecosystems.78 The species is confronted with significant challenges, predominantly stemming 

from poaching and the degradation of their natural habitats.79 These challenges have far-reaching 

consequences, not only for the species itself but also for the overall biodiversity it symbolises.80 

The magnitude of the issue cannot be exaggerated.   Tigers, which once roamed freely across the 

expansive terrains of India, are now at risk of becoming insignificant remnants of the past if 

proactive conservation measures are not implemented. The path towards tiger conservation in 

India is filled with both obstacles and optimism.81 India possesses the necessary means to reverse 

the situation through the implementation of legal changes, active participation from the 

community, collaboration on a global scale, and the utilisation of technological advancements.82   

The journey necessitates the combined endeavour of policymakers, local communities, 

international partners, and individual citizens. Our objective is to maintain the presence of the 

tiger in India's forests, representing a dynamic, flourishing, and harmonious ecosystem.83 
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